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That31,000-miletripwasmadeinforty-
ninedaysinthefastestavailablebombertoensureWillkie'ssafereturn.HavingdefeatedWillkieinthePresidenti
alelectioncampaign,PresidentRooseveltgavehispermissionforhimtomakethe'OneWorld'tripbutobviously
hadtoseehimsafelybacktoavoidbeingaccusedofhavingridhimselfofhispoliticalopponent.MikeCowleswasi
nvitedtogoalong.

InChungking,China,thetwomenfinallymettheGeneralissimoandhiswife,MmeChiang,anddiscoveredthatth
eChinesecouplewerecomparativestrangers.ltwassaidtheyhadmarriedstrictlyforconvenience,sothathemi
ghtbecomeapartofthefabulouslyrichSoongfamilywhohadonceshapedChina'shistory.Onthishistorictrip,M
meChianghadherdangerous,short-
livedaffairwithWendellWillkieafterahugewelcomingreceptionbytheGeneralissimo.Thisbriefloveaffairhada
namazingconsequence.lthadtakenplaceinMmeChiang'ssecretapartmentonthetopflooroftheWomen'san
dChildren'sHospital. MmeChiangwassobesottedbyWillkiesheaskedtoseeMikeCowlesprivatelybeforethe
yleftChina,pleadingwithhimtomakesurethatWillkiewouldbeatRooseveltinthenextelectionforthePresidenc
y.Sheofferedtopayanycosts!

Theconversationconcludedwithheragitatedpromise:'lfWendellcouldbeelected,heandlwouldruletheworld,
ItheOrient,Wendelltherest.'
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