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ThediaryofapopularyoungwriterarrestedlastmonthbythepoliticalpoliceinTaiwanhasreachedfriendsintheU
nitedStates.

Apparentlysuspectingthathemightonedaybearrested,thewriter,LiAo,sentsomemanuscriptsabroadlastye
ar,includingpartsofhisdiary. The37-year-
oldwriteriswellknownforhissatiricalessays,inwhichhepokesfunatindividuals,institutionsandsocietyingene
ral.

Thediary,writteninahumorousvein,describestheactivitiesofthepoliticalpolice,whokepthimunder24-
hoursurveillanceforayearbeforehisarrest,theintelligenceagenciesinvolved,andthequestioningandarresto
fhisfriends.ltisnowcirculatingprivatelyandisbeingtranslatedandeditedforpossiblepublication.

FriendsofthewriterarereluctanttomakeknowndetailsofthediaryforfearthatthepublicitywillbeharmfultoMr.Li
.However,theysaythattheywillpublishitifMr.Liisnotreleasedsoon.

TheGovernmenthasnotmadeknownanychargesagainstMr.Li.

Thepoliticalpolice,besidesfollowinghimwhereverhewent,aresaidtohaveplantedanumberoflisteningdevic
esinhishouse.lnaconversationlastDecemberwithavisitingAmerican,Mr.Lisaidhehadremovedoneofthe"bu
gs"andmailedittotheHumanRightsCommissionoftheUnitedNations.


http://thegovernmenthasnotmadeknownanychargesagainstmr.li/

TheAmerican,whometthewriterforlunch,recalledthatMr.Liwasfollowedbytwomen,whoremainedoutsideth

erestaurant.

OtherfriendsofMr.LisayhewaswatchedconstantlybecauseoftheGovernment'sfearthathemightescapefro
mthecountry.
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TURNINGTHETABLES
lIAcriticofTaiwan'spoliticians,talk-showhostLihasnowbecomeonecolorfulcandidates. ||

Taiwan'stinypro-
unificationNewPartymaybeanunlikelyvictorinnextspring'spresidentialelection,butitscandidate,LiAo,prom
isestolivenuptherace.Thecontroversialwriter,talk-
showhostandactivisthasbuilthiscareeraroundlambastingpoliticians.Andheshowsnosignsoflettingupjustb
ecausehehasnowbeennominatedtobecomeonehimself.He'salreadydeclaredhimselftheonly"realman"int
herace,dismissingtheothersasmere"maleanimals."TheoutspokenLihasalonghistoryofpoliticalattacks,tar
getingsuchnotablesasSunYat-senandChiangKai-shek.Hisanti-
governmenttiradeslandedhiminprisontwiceduringthe1970sand1980s,makinghimanundergroundheroan
dinternationalhumanrightscause.Inrecentyears, TVshowslikethecurrentLiAo'sProudSmilingWorldhavep
uthimbackinthespotlight,allowinghimtovoicehispoliticaldiatribestomillionsofviewers.
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