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essionalvocationtostartwith, andperhapsforuseascloakforhisotherwork;
forhefeltthathiseventualvocationwouldfinditselfinthedangerousfieldofrevolution.Whentherevolutionwass
tarted, thenthevocationhehadlearnedintheprofessionalschoolwouldbecomehisavocation.

HadtherebeenanopportunitytogotoamilitaryschoolinChina,hewouldhavegoneatonce.Thiswasdeniedhim
,astherewasnomilitaryschoolinChina; andhedidnot,ofcourse,
haveanypoliticalsupporttogethimadmittedtoforeignmilitaryschools.Manchupoliticalstrengthwasnotgivent
oChinesestudentswhowereseekingtooverthrowitsdynasty.

Hebethoughthimselfofgoingtoanavalcollegebutthefulfilmentofhisdesireinthisregardwasdeniedhimbyreas
onofthefactthatintheFranco-
ChineseWartheFrenchgunboatshaddestroyedFuchowCollege,whichwastheonlynavalschoolChinahad.

Healsoconsideredbecomingalawyer; buttherewerenolaw-
schoolsinChina,theChineseconsideringthattheyhadnoneedformilitaryorlawschools.Hence,asalastchoic
eofprofession,youngSunturnedtotheprofessionofmedicineandsurgery,forthroughtheMedicalSchoolofHo
ngKongthewaywasopentohim;
andhealsoconsideredthatthepracticeofmedicineinChinawouldlenditselfeasilytopoliticalintrigues,fordocto
rsinChinawereconsideredpoliticallyinnocuous.TheChinesepracticeofmedicine(suchasitwas)wasafreepr
ofession,opentoall;

anyonehadtherighttohangouthissignasahealer. TheproverbialgoodhealthoftheChinesecausedthemrarely
toapproachmenwhomadeapretenseofaknowledgeofmedicine.Whenapatientdidseekmedicaladvice,hisdi
seaseorsicknesshadnearlyalwaysproceededtoitslaststage,andhencetherewasonlyafainthopethattheacu
puncture,plasters,orherbsofferedcoulddoanygood,ModernsurgerywaspracticallyunknownamongtheChi
nese.ThusthenativeChinesedoctorwaslookeduponinagood-natured,
tolerantwayashalfimpostorandhalfsuccessfulnecromancer.Atallevents,
theChinesetoleratedthenecromanticpracticeofmedicineasinnocuousandbelievedthatifitdidnogood,
atleast,
thesorcerydidlittleharm.However,inbecomingamodernsurgeon,youngSunconcludedthathecouldbeofuse
inhelpingdeveloptherealpracticeofmedicineinChina,asagainsttheevilsoftheold-
fashionednativepractice.Atthesametime,thisprofessionwastogivehimacloakofsecurityforthegreaterrefor
mworkinwhichhewastoofferallthathehadinlife; yea,lifeitself!(pp.195-197)
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