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TheAnglo-Americans
HereticalThoughts
TheConfusedOutlookofYouth
Isolation

OXEYER, (EEEEINERS TheConfusedoutiookofYouthE, IRFIBOR SIS EFIIE Ry —ME
NOBYZERE” (apopularhero) ZEK:

Nevertheless,thereisaclearlydiscerniblenihilisttendencyamongtheyoungerintellectuals.Fewyoungmeno
nFormosawouldlabelthemselvesasnihilists,becausethetranslationoftheword“nihilism”, hsu-wu-chu-
i,means‘emptiness,Lackofcommitmenttoanyprinciple,”
butitdoesnotcarrytheidealisticsenseoftheoriginalword.

Arecentexampleofthistendencyisthedebate,whichstartedindanuary1962,onthe“problemofEastandWest.
Theyoungintellectuals,bothFormosanandmainlanders,mostlygraduatesorstudentsofNationalFormosaU
niversity,aredefyingChinesetraditionaswellasalltheolderintellectualswhohavedefendedit.LiNgao,amainla
nderstudentofhistory,becameapopularheroamongtheyoungpeopleafterhemercilesslycondemned,inprint
,ahostofolderintellectualsfromLiangShou-
mingtoCh’ienMu.ThemoreseriousarticleswrittenbyFormosanstudentsbeadedbyHungCh'eng-
wan,advocateda“wholesale\Westernization”
asasubstituteforthepresentsocietyonFormosa.Butnoneofthem,however,attemptedtoclarifytheconceptoft
heWestordifferentiateWesterncivilizationintoancient,medievalandmodern,orintodifferentnationalorregio
naltypes.Significantly,however,noyoungintellectualspokeupfortheChinesetradition. Theoldermenacknow
ledgedtheirintellectualimpotencywhentheysoughtlegalandpoliticalmeanstoendthedebate.Sincetheyoun
gcriticshaveneverbeentotheWest,norarewellversedinWesternlanguagesandlearning
(althoughtheypompouslycitedmanyAmericanbooksandEnglishtermsintheirarticles) ,theirpleaforWest
ernizationisatleastsymbolicoftheirdisgustwiththepresentsituation.

7Thediscussionsontheculturalproblemaremainlyinthe1962issuesofWenHsing (LiteraryStar)
(Taipei) .
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